
 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

 I want to make sure that you know that 

after three months of negotiations, which  

included the real estate attorney for the  

Archdiocese of Denver, who has represented 

our parish, the attorney for Evergreen  

Development Company, the parish finance 

council, myself, the CEO of the Archdiocese 

of Denver and the CEO of Evergreen  

Development, St. Michael’s has entered into 

and signed a purchase agreement with  

Evergreen Development to sell the 9.67 acres 

of land across the street for $3.25 million.  

This purchase agreement was completed just 

before Christmas.  

 

 What this means is that, after  

Evergreen Development does its necessary 

due-diligence to secure the necessary permits 

and  re-zoning from the city of Aurora to  

develop a high-end apartment complex, then 

the purchase price will be paid.  We already have earnest money, placed in an escrow account, from Evergreen 

Development, for the benefit of St. Michael the Archangel Parish.  The Archdiocese of Denver, as a sole  

corporation, for the benefit of our parish and the protection of the parish, always oversees these kinds of  

corporate agreements.  None of the proceeds from this sale will go to the Archdiocese of Denver.  The  

proceeds will remain entirely with the parish, and the funds from this sale will not be taxed or assessed by the 

diocese. Please be aware of that. 

 

 

Proposed plan for the west side of the exterior. 

9.67 Acres 



 The money from the 

sale of the acreage across 

the street will be used to 

construct additional space 

on our current site to meet 

our current and future 

needs.  At the west end of 

our building, adjacent to the 

southwest corner of the 

gathering space, we will 

construct new parish offices.  

They will include both a 

main level and a basement.  

To the west of the church, 

we will construct additional 

space including both a main 

level and a basement level, each with three meeting areas as well as storage space.  That construction will  

include a stairwell, an elevator, and bathrooms, both on the main level and in the basement. You won’t have to 

walk a mile to find a restroom! 

 

 People have asked about parking; we have plans to take care of that issue as well.  However,  

historically, parking has been at a premium during some Christmas Eve Masses, some Easter Masses, some 

Sundays when the Men’s Club is serving their pancake breakfasts, and when we priests preach too long at a 

Sunday Mass, all of which cause a crunch in the parking lot as people are leaving while others are trying to 

enter for the next Mass. 

 

 If all goes according to plan, our hope is to break ground for this project no later than early 2018. 

 

 

Proposed plan for the exterior. 

Proposed plan for the main level 

Proposed plan for the existing  

office space 



Finally, be aware that I, the parish's business manager and a member of the  

Finance Council, along with our architects met with the Archdiocesan Projects  

& Financing Review Committee (known as the PFRC) on November 16, 2016 to 

present our plan for construction and the use of the proceeds from the sale of the 

property across the street for funding the project.  After much review by the  

Committee, we have been given the go-ahead for this project by the Archdiocese. 

 

 The benefit to you is this: There will be no need to run a capital campaign, 

asking you to contribute more in addition to what you are already committed to  

giving to the parish. 

 

 If you wonder what will happen with the current office space after new  

office space is constructed, these rooms will be remodeled and converted into  

designated space for our youth and young adult ministries. 

 

 Some have suggested that the Preschool be closed, and to simply use that 

space for additional meeting space.  However, many of our young  

parish families have children in our Preschool, and our Preschool 

continues to be a viable entity. So, there is no reason to shutter 

the Preschool at this time.  

 

 The demographics of our parish are changing.  We have 

a growing number of Millennials, Generation X and  

Generation Y to whom we need to attend.  The Baby Boomers, 

like me and many of you, are aging and dying.  We need to  

               provide for the future of our parish. 

 

 Also, with restoring the order of Confirmation to be received before First Communion by the year 2020 

in this diocese, the paradigm for religious education in our parish will have to shift to a more family-wide  

catechesis. Children who have received all the sacraments of initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist) 

by the third-grade will still need formation in the Faith after that grade.  We are in the process of reviewing our 

religious education programming in order to accommodate this shift, which will mean helping to educate our 

parents as well as their children  -  a family-wide catechesis.  There is a tremendous need for this additional 

space, given these changing demographics and this shift in providing religious formation for entire families. 

 

 Planning for this capital expansion has been a three-and-a-half year process with dozens and dozens of 

meetings and several different iterations of potential plans, as you already know.  The expansion of space on 

this property is the most viable way to go, and it was considered as either an alternative or a future phase all 

along.  After the proposed plan across the street a couple of years ago was found to be too challenging, we 

turned our sights back to this location as a less expensive and more affordable alternative. 

 

 I am happy to announce that your contributions to the monthly Building & Maintenance Fund  

collection have been approved to be used as capital funds for this project by the Archdiocese, beginning this 

January.  This means that, even though it is like a separate Offertory collection and has been considered, in the 

past, as taxable by the archdiocese as additional Offertory income, this second collection will not be assessed 

as taxable revenue of the parish for the next 42 months, from January 2017 through June 30, 2020. 

(Basement level of proposed addition) 



 

 Forty-two months of Building & Maintenance Collections which, at an average of $10,000 to $11,000 

per month, is a potential total of $420,000 to $460,000 that will not be assessed by the diocese as Offertory 

contributions.  Also, any contributions, over and above your normal contributions to our Building &  

Maintenance Fund in support of this expansion project, will not be assessed by the Archdiocese and will be 

gratefully accepted.  I would ask you to continue your normal commitment to the regular Offertory as well, to 

support the normal operating expenses of our parish. 

 

 I will keep you informed about the on-going developments of this plan.  You will see, in this brochure, 

the architect's renderings of what the exterior of the new additions will look like. 

 

 I will also say this: I did not come to this parish 6.5 years ago with any pre-conceived plan to pursue a 

building project.  As a matter of fact, I could save myself and the parish some headache by just keeping the 

status quo.  But the demand for space has been constant long before I came.  This plan is the most viable,  

realistic opportunity we have now to meet our current and future needs.  

 

 The founders of this parish left us a legacy, but we cannot just preserve the past; we have to move  

forward for the sake of current and future generations of parishioners of St. Michael the Archangel Catholic  

Parish, as well. 

 

Your brother in the Lord, 

 

Fr. Terry Kissell 

 

South side 


